


“(xxva) “person” includes any company, association or body of persons
whether incorporated or not, institution, organization, authority or any other
body established by the Government under any law or otherwise;’

3. Amendment of section 20, Act XL of 2016.- In the said Act,
in section 20,-

(@) In the marginal heading, the word “natural” shall be omitted;
(b) in sub-section(1),—

(i) the words “natural” shall be omitted and for the word
“three” the word “five” shall be substituted; and

(i) for colon at the end, a full stop shall be substituted
' and thereafter the proviso shall be omitted;

(c)  after sub-section (1), amended as aforesaid, the following
new sub-section shall be inserted, namely:-

“(1A) The informant or complainant in respect of
‘offence under sub-section (1) shall be an aggrieved person,
his authorised representative, or his guardian, where such

person is a minor, or a member of the public in respect ofa
public figure or a holder of public office.”; and




4. Insertion of section 44, Act XL of 2016.- In the said Act, after
section 44, the following new section shall be inserted, namely:-

“44A. Timeline to conclude the trial and supervision by
the High Court— (1) The trial shall be concluded
expeditiously, but preferably not later than six months of taking
cognizance of the case.

(2) The Court shall submit a monthly progress report
of any pending trial to the concerned High Court and shall give
reasons for the inability of the Court to expeditiously conclude
the trial, with copies to the Secretary, Ministry of Law and
Justice, Islamabad, with regard to the Islamabad Capital
Territory, and the respective Provincial Secretaries of
Prosecution Departments, and the Prosecutor General or the
Advocate General, as the case may be, with regard to
concerned provinces.

(3) Incase the High Court finds the reasons given by
the Court under sub-section (2) to be plausible and beyond
the control of the Court, it may accept the explanation of the
Court, and prescribe fresh timelines for conclusion of a trial.

(4) Where the High Court comes to the conclusion
that there are difficulties, hindrances, and obstacles for
concluding a trial expeditiously, which are removable by the
Federal or Provincial Government or any of its officers, as the
case may be, it shall call upon the Federal or Provincial
Government or any of its officers to remove such difficulties,
hindrances and obstacles.

(5) Where the Secretary, Ministry of Law and Justice
or the Provincial Secretaries of Law and Justice, as the case
may be, is of the opinion that the delay in the disposal of the
trial is attributable to the Presiding Officer or any of its
functionaries, it shall furnish such information to the concerned
High Court, proposing suitable action.

(6) Where the High Court is of the view that the delay
in the disposal of the trial is attributable to the Presiding Officer
of the Court or any of the Court's functionaries, it shall
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